The correlation of the ridge counts between the right and left fingers is highly significant. The correlation of the a-b ridge counts between the right and left palms is also highly significant. However, no correlation is present between the finger ridge count and palmar a-b ridge count. The findings suggest that the set of genes responsible for the finger ridge count are different from those responsible for the palmar a-b ridge count.
INTRODUCTION
The problem of inheritance of dermal ridges, ever since Galton's pioneering observation, has evinced the interest of workers in the field of dermatoglyphics. While the studies on families and twins conclusively proved that they are inherited (Bonnevie, 1924; Mitra et al., 1966; Lamy et aI., 1957; Newman, 1930; Mavalwala, 1966; Loesch, 1971 Loesch, , 1974 Penrose, 1972) , the exact mode of their inheritance is still not well understood. Most of the workers working either on finger or palmar ridge counts concluded that they are due to polygenes with additive effect (Holt, 1952 (Holt, , 1954 (Holt, , 1955 (Holt, , 1956 (Holt, , 1957 (Holt, , 1958 (Holt, , 1961a (Holt, , b, 1968 Pons, 1964; Tiwari, 1966; Glanville, 1965a, b) .
In the present paper an attempt has been made to find out if there is any relationship between the finger and the palmar a-b ridge counts.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The finger ridge counts have been made according to Cummins and Midlo (1961) , while the palmar a-b ridge counts have been made according to Chattopadhyay (1966) and Mitra et a,r (1966) . In the case of whorls, and in case where an accessory triradius was found to be present, the higher ridge count has been considered in the final analysis.
The data analysed consists of inked bilateral finger and palmar prints of 105 Malays and 58 Chinese (all males) collected from the city of Alor Star, Kedah, Malaysia by one of us (D.G.). The correlation coefficients calculated are given in Table 1 . It is evident that the correlations between the right and left finger ridge counts and between the right palmar and left palmar ridge counts are very highly significant, while the correlations between the finger and palmar a-b ridge counts are very insignificant. From these it seems probable that separate set of genes are responsible for the finger and palmar ridge counts; the influence of one set over the other is extremely low. Chattopadhyay (1968) working on the interdigital triradial palmar ridge counts found a very high degree of correlation between them. He concluded that "from this, it appears probable that the interdigital triradial ridge counts are determined by the same set of genes."
Further work is needed to elucidate this problem.
